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♦ If all new school construction and school 
renovations went green starting today, en-
ergy savings alone would total $20 Billion 
over the next 10 years. 

♦ Green schools, on average, save $100,000 
per year—enough to hire 2 new teachers, 
buy 500 new computers, or purchase 
5,000 new textbooks.  

♦ Green schools cost, on average, less than 
$3 per square foot more to build, an invest-
ment that is paid back in the first year of 
operations based on energy savings alone. 

♦ LEED certified schools use 30-50% less 
energy than conventional schools.    

US Green Building Council: www.usgbc.org   
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Each year, School and University magazine publishes an Annual 
Maintenance and Operations Cost Study for both schools and col-
leges.  This study is an excellent benchmark for any facility.  The 
information allows you to compare your current Maintenance and 
Operations expenditures to the industry averages to determine if 
your operating above or below the norm.  Here is a quick summary 
of this year’s M&O Cost Study. 
 
♦ M&O expenditures increased by school districts during the 

2006-2007 school year.  In the 2006-2007 school year, the me-
dian school district spent 9.19 percent of the total district expen-
ditures on M&0 which is an increase of 1.6 percent over last 
year. 

♦ The median area maintained by a custodian for the 2006-2007 
school year is 23,408 square feet. 

♦ The median salary for custodial personnel for the 2006-2007 
school year was $29,322.   

♦ 19.6 percent of school districts contract out their maintenance 
and operations services.   
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